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Contemplatives: Loving God Through Adoration
Who Are We?

o | feel closest to God when my emotions are awakened, when God quietly touches my heart,
tells me that he loves me, and makes me feel like I'm his closest friend. | would rather be
alone with God contemplating his love than participating in a formal liturgy or being
distracted by a walk outside.

o The most difficult times in my faith are when | can’t feel God's presence within me.

e The words lover, intimacy, and heart are very appealing to me.

e | really enjoy having thirty minutes of uninterrupted time each day to sit in quiet prayer and
“hold hands” with God, writing love letters to him and enjoying his presence.

Scriptural Examples of Contemplatives in the Bible

e Deuteronomy 33:12; Psalm 63:1, 3, 5-5, 8

What Are Our Pitfalls?

o LOSING BALANCE: Beware that your love for God is precluding enjoying the company of
others or something God has made.
« CREATING A VACUUM: Be cautious of practices that speak of emptying yourself and creating

a vacuum. A Christian wants to be filled with the Holy Spirit, not emptied out.
Suggestions for the Road:



Intellectuals: Loving God with the Mind

Who Are We?
e When intellectual’'s minds are awakened, when they understand something new about God or
his ways with his children, then their adoration is unleashed.
e Ifthey are not learning new things about God their relationship with Him feels stagnant.
Intellectual pursuit has played a key role in advancing God's work.
e The early church was so successful in its witness to the pagan world not only because they
outlived and out- died the world, but they out-thought it. See: Psalm 49:1-4; Proverbs 1:5-7
e Right thinking — conforming our thoughts to the thoughts of God — enables right living.
e A vast majority of the difficulties Christians experience in life is caused because we don't
understand the Scriptures well enough.
Scriptural Examples of Intellect in the Bible
e 1King 4: 33-34; Psalm 49: 1-4; Proverbs 1: 5-7
What Are Our Pitfalls?
LOVING CONTROVERSY:
e See:1Timothy 1:4, 6:4-5; 2 Timothy 2:23-25
e Discussions aimed at defeating rather than caring for the welfare of the other person is not

godly.
KNOWING RATHER THAN DOING:

« Knowing what is right is not a substitute for doing what is right. According to the book of
Proverbs, the truly wise person is someone who actively applies the ways of righteousness
which they have studied.

e« BEING PROUD:

e Pride isa common failing among intellectuals. It is demonstrated by the common desire to
correct virtually everyone.

Suggestions for the Road:

Notes:




